Characteristics of a Shakespearean Tragic Hero
1. A man great and admirable in both his powers and opportunities.
2. Well-placed member of society whose actions involve well-being of its members.
3. Plot involves character working to achieve a very important goal.
4. This action will involve him in choices.

5. Downfall must be result of a web of circumstances spun out of these choices setting off a train of circumstances which hero could not foresee and which cannot be halted.
6. Once it is too late to escape, hero/victim realizes what has happened to him and dies, bitter, burn-out, and desperate.
7. Audience is usually more aware of what is going on and of evil forces at work - dramatic irony.
8. Hero’s death is a
· release from life’s burden

· release audience from tension

· release society from disorder his downfall has caused      

