Evoltuion of Egyptian Religion

Amun-Ra

Originally, Amun was a deification of the concept of air, and thus wind, one of the four fundamental concepts held to have composed the primordial universe. Gradually, as god of air, he came to be associated with the breath of life, which created the ba, particularly in Thebes. By the First Intermediate Period this had led to him being thought of, in these areas, as the creator god, titled father of the gods.

With the eviction of the Hyksos rulers from Egypt, Thebes, where the victors were based, became the most important city, and so Amun became nationally important. To Amun the Pharaohs attributed all their successful enterprises, and on his temples they lavished their wealth and captured spoil. And so, when the Greeks reported back on their visits to Egypt, Amun, as king of the gods, became identified by the Greeks with Zeus.
As the Egyptians considered themselves opressed during the period of Hyksos rule, the victory under the supreme god Amun, was seen as his championing of the underdog. Consequently, Amun was viewed as upholding the rights to justice of the poor. Since he upheld Ma'at, those who prayed to Amun were required first to demonstrate that they were worthy, by confessing their sins. (The paralells to Christianity should be strikingly obvious, thought it is interresting that confession is a Catholic practice that was subsequently dismissed by Luther and the Protestant movement for having no scriptural basis).
When, subsequently, Egypt conquered Kush, they identified the chief deity of the Kushites as Amun. This deity was depicted as Ram headed, specifically a woolly Ram with curved horns, and so Amun started becoming associated with the Ram. Indeed, due to the aged appearance of it, they came to believe that this had been the original form of Amun, and that Kush was where he had been born. Because of the Ram’s traditional role as a symbol of virility, Amun also assumed the role of fertility God.
As Amun's cult grew bigger, Amun rapidly became identified with the chief God that was worshipped in other areas, Ra-Herakhty, the merged identities of Ra and Horus. This identification led to a merger of identities, with Amun becoming Amun-Ra.
Ra-Herakhty had been a sun god, and so this became true of Amun-Ra as well, Amun becoming considered the hidden aspect of the sun, in contrast to Ra as the visible aspect, since Amun clearly meant the one who is hidden.
 This complexity over the sun led to a gradual movement towards the support of a more pure form of deity. Thus the pharaoh, Amenhotep IV introduced the worship of Aten, the sun's disc itself, identifying it as Amun-Ra. (The symbolism of the sun’s disk as representing the divine overall or of divine truth can be seen in the Christian use of halos in their works of art).
Aten

Although Atenism, the worship of Aten, had started out as standard henotheism (the devotion to one god, while acknowledging the existence of others – the standard practice of the ancient world), it very quickly became, for reasons that are not very clear, entirely monotheistic. Indeed, it is even possible that this is the first instance of monotheism in the world. Subsequently, Amenhotep IV started persecuting the worship of Amun, and erased the name from monuments, even changing his own name to Akhenaten in favour of Aten.

The god Akhenaten had raised to supremacy is considered a synthesis of very ancient ones viewed in a new and different way. This synthesis was seen as the invisible source of energy of the sun god, of which the visible manifestation was the Aten, the solar disk.

The charactersitcis of Amun, Ra, and Horus (other popular Egyptian dieties) are part of the god, but the god is also considered to be both masculine and feminine simultaneously. Thus Amun-Ra-Horus-Aten was a development of old ideas which came gradually.

All creation was thought to emmanate from the god and to exist within the god. In particular, the god was not depicted in anthropomorphic (human) form, but as rays of light extending from the sun's disk.
Not only was the worship of Aten monotheistic, but also monistic – the theological view that everyithing in the universe is of one essential essence, principle, substance or energy.  This is akin to the Buddhist and Hindu concept of Brahman. 
The Great Hymn to the Aten:

The hymn suggests that Akhenaten considered Aten as the only god, and creator of the universe, particularly in the verses translated as:

How many are your deeds, 

Though hidden from sight, 

O Sole God beside whom there is many! 

You made the earth as you wished, you alone, 

All peoples, herds, and flocks; 

All upon earth that walk on legs, 

All on high that fly on wings, 

The lands of Khor and Kush, 

The land of Egypt. 

Akhenaten's religious reforms (later regarded heretical and reverted by his successor Tutankhamun) is the earliest known example of monotheistic thought. The Hymn has a remarkable similarity to Psalm 104, with which it is frequently compared.
The timing of Akhenaten's existence, together with his apparent, and significant, break from henotheism, has lead some to think he has some connection to the biblical character of Moses, although what that connection is, is a matter of some considerable dispute.

Osiris – Isis

The legend of Osiris, Isis, Horus and Set became one of the most important and powerful in Egyptian mythology during the New Kingdom. The legend concerns the death of Osiris and birth of Horus.
In one branch of Egyptian mythology Osiris is the husband of Isis, and sibling of Set, all of whom are the great-grandchildren of the creator god Atum, and Horus is not present. In the other prevailing branch Osiris is not present within the system, and Horus is the husband of Isis and son of Ra, the creator god and god of light.

When these two religious traditions merged, Atum and Ra were identified as one another, and through various factors and shifts in the story (which are quite confusing and do not need to be datailed here) Horus became identified as the son of Osiris and Isis.

So it became said that Osiris, originally a human and the first king of Egypt, died, thus being able to be lord of the dead, but his wife (both queen and later a goddess herself) Isis, with the magical powers that she was believed to possess, resurrected him for long enough to have sex, resulting in the birth of Horus.

Originally, Osiris' death was blamed on Apep, the god of evil, but after the time of the foreign Hyksos overlords (at the end of the Middle Kingdom), Set, the favourite god of the Hyksos, was increasingly viewed by the Egyptians as an evil god, and so the blame was transferred to Set.

In most versions of the legend, including the one prevalent during the New Kingdom, Osiris was killed and dismembered by Set, who scattered his body parts. Isis reassembled the parts and ressurected Osiris in the form of Horus (his “earthly” son). Osiris was able to resume his role of god of the dead, while Horus became a sun-god, and a symbol of life – the ressurected Osiris.

As a life-death-rebirth deity, Horus/Osiris became a reflection of the annual cycle of crop harvesting as well as reflecting people's desires for a successful afterlife, and so the legend became extremely important, outstripping all others. The legend's ventures into both life and afterlife meant that religious rites associated with the legend eventually began to take on aspects of a mystery religion, where initiates were said to be able to partake in Horus/Osiris' resurrection, purging themselves of past ills, and entering a new life. The practice is akin to the Christian concept of baptism, or the spiritual entry into the life of Christ, and thus being “reborn”.
In Greece, the Demeter-Persephone death-resurrection cult at Eleusis, had a similar nature, and began at an extremely similar time. Many centuries later this led to interest in the Egyptian cult by the Greeks, including Plato. 
This produced a collection of closely related versions of the cult, whose central deities had been deformed to be similar to the Egyptian cult, and were by the 1st century BC collectively known as Osiris-Dionysus.

Some scholars and researchers (including some skeptical of the actuality of early Christian accounts) have argued that there are similarities and parallels between the story of Osiris, and later Christian stories, such as the story of the resurrection of Jesus or of Lazarus. Furthermore, some suggest that the earlier Egyptian tales influenced and helped shape the later Christian accounts.
The category life-death-rebirth deity also known as a "dying-and-rising" god refers to the classification of the many divinities in world mythology or religion who are born, suffer death or an eclipse or other death-like experience, pass a phase in the underworld among the dead, and are subsequently reborn, in either a literal or symbolic sense. Such deities include Osiris, Adonis, Jesus, and Mithras. Female deities who passed into the kingdom of death and returned include Inanna and Persephone. 

The existence of a universal dying-and-rising god motif, and the particular existence of mystery religions concerned with dying and rising gods, and their being extremely popular in many cultures around the Mediterranean Sea (e.g. Osiris, Dionysus, Attis), has led some observers to speculate that Jesus, rather than being a historical person, was in fact a syncretizing development of this archetype. Others point out that Jesus may well have been historical, with only the story of his resurrection added under the influence of the Hellenistic mystery religions.

