Examining Cartoons at War
Disney, DC Comics, Dr. Seuss, and others were very involved in the war efforts, and helped the U.S. government by producing numerous short ads on both film and print.

For this assignment you will be finding 3 examples of propaganda from World War II that use cartoons to convey their message. You will find one example of a cartoon film, and two examples of advertisements.

For the cartoon film you will:

a) Provide a short summary of the film (name, basic plot line, etc.)

b) Answer the following question: “Why was this cartoon made? What message is it trying to convey to the audience? Without having seen the film, but knowing the basic premises, do you think this would have been effective propaganda?”

For the print comic/adds you will:

a) Copy and paste the adds into a writing program and then print them off for submission

b) Answer the following questions:

1) What is the central message to this comic/add?

2) Give a detailed account of how the message is conveyed, citing both the animation used as well as the text.

3) Are there any other messages in the comic? If so, what are they and what are they saying?
4) What is the connection between the comic and the war (based on your knowledge of the conflict)?
5) Give your opinion on the effectiveness of this cartoon as propaganda. How would this add make you feel if we were at war?
At the end answer the following:
In your opinion, are cartoons an effective way to promote propaganda? Why or why not? Provide an answer that is long enough to show some real thought/opinion on the question.

