Macbeth Essay – Sample Paragraphs from the Body

Topic: Use of the Supernatural in MacBeth

Aspect #1 – The Characteristics of the Witches


Three witches appear in an isolated place during the opening of the play. They claim to see into the future, and know in advance of the civil war in Scotland. They have the ability to figure out when and where to find Macbeth, so they can reveal their prophecies to him. The witches tell Macbeth that he will become Thane of Glamis, Thane of Cawdor, and King of Scotland: “All hail, Macbeth! That shall be king hereafter” (Act 1, Scene 3, 53). Their words contradict each other, which confuses Macbeth and Banquo. The witches vanish into thin air before they have a chance to ask questions.


The witches serve evil spirits and practice the black arts. In the first scene of the play the witches are called upon by one of their animal companions. The spirits are known to them as Paddock, a toad, and Gratmalkin, a cat (Act 1, Scene 1, 9-10). Later in the play, when Macbeth comes to the witches seeking further prophecy, the witches ask Macbeth if he would rather hear it from themselves or from the spirit masters: “Say, if thou’dst rather hear it from our mouths,/Or from our masters’?” (Act 4, Scene 1, 65-66). Mortals were not permitted to speak to these spirits. The witches tell Macbeth to listen to their masters, but not to reply: “Hear his speech, but say thou naught” (Act 4, Scene 1, 77).


When Macbeth demands to know more from the witches and requests to see their masters, thunder strikes and ghost-like figures appear. Prophecies are spoken by these apparitions. The most important one to Macbeth is that he can not be killed by any man born of a woman:

Be bloody, and resolute; laugh to scorn

 
The Power of man, for none of woman born

Shall harm Macbeth (Act 4, Scene 1, 85-87). 

In all, an armed head, a bloody child, and a crowned child appear to warn Macbeth to beware of Macduff. They tell him not only that he can’t be killed by one not born of a woman, but also that he will be defeated only when the trees from Birnam Wood move towards his castle (Act 4, Scene 1, 101-103). Macbeth curses the witches when they once again vanish without explanation. 

