Visual Organizer – Newspaper Article
1. Decide on an Event

_______________________________________________________
2. Create a Headline

______________________________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________
3. Almost all newspaper stories start off by answering most of these questions:
Who:________________________________

What:________________________________

When:_______________________________

Where:_______________________________

Why:________________________________

How:________________________________

4. Lead Sentence (a sentence that includes some of the information above and that grabs the reader)

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Name 2 people involved in the event, and develop one quote for each in relation to the story

Person #1: ______________________________________

Quote: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Person #2: _______________________________________

Quote:

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Writing a Newspaper Report

Phase 1: Planning

1. Decide on an event on which you might like to report. Be creative. Some ideas to get your thoughts flowing are:

· Opening of an amusement park in Timmins/South Porcupine

· New “futuristic” car being released

· A new teacher arrives at our school

· Do students get too much homework?

· A fashion show put on by a local company/group

2. Think of a catchy headline. Jot it down. Think about adding a by-line.
3. Write down the answers to the 5 “Ws” – who, what, when, where, why (and how)?

4. Develop a lead sentence. This sentence should capture the audiences’ attention, and will answer most-all of the 5 Ws.
5. Think of who would be involved in the story. Write down the names of 2 key people. Think of what they might say if interviewed about the event on which you are reporting. Make up and write down one quote from each of these characters.
Phase 2: Writing

1. Put your headline/byline at the top of the page.
2. Look for a visual that will cause your article to stand out. Include that near the top of your page. Additional visuals may be included and imbedded into the text, but this is not necessary.
3. Write the opening paragraph: briefly state what happened. You “5ws” can be answered quickly within this paragraph. Use the headline. 
4. Write the body: explain in detail the event on which you are reporting. Include the quotes you developed in your planning phase into the body of your newspaper report.
5. Write in the 3rd person (he, she, it, they). Avoid using the first person (I, us, we).
6. Paragraphs are typically short. Report may be put into columns if word-processing the final product, though this is optional. 

7. Write a conclusion or ending to your news story. Should wrap up the information.
