The Difficulties of Studying Ancient Egyptian Religion
· Egyptologist Adolf Erman: “Of all the religions of the ancient world there is perhaps no other for which we possess such an amount of material, so endless and impossible to grasp, as we do for this. It is in fact too great, and in addition to this our comprehension of the ancient religious writings is still very incomplete. All the insight and labour devoted…to the investigation of Egyptian religion, or to its description, have hitherto resulted in little more than the preliminary orientation of this intricate domain, and it will require many more decades of hard work before we shal be able to obtain a clear view”

· Thought Egypt was effectively isolated from ancient West Asia for a great part of its history, this did not prevent political changes in the Nile valley. Over the course of the years settlements united, either as the result of conquest or as the result of a mutual union, to resist conquest by some other group. The union of groups eventually gave rise to the creation of larger units or small kingdoms that, in their turn, led to the formation of larger royal jurisdictions, culminating in the union of the two kingdoms of Upper and Lower Egypt. 

Whether by conquest or by peaceful fusion, in addition to the blending of blood, there would have been a blending of religious beliefs. Those deities which were alike tended to fuse with one another, the only evidence of their independence being in their bearing compound names. In some instances the god of one group might be wedded to the goddess of another. The taking in of a third deity might be achieved by representing him or her as the child of the married gods.
Many of the problems associated with the study of Egyptian religion are echoed in the study of ancient religions on a whole, including Judaism and Christianity. Outline the major difficulties facing historians, archeologists and other interested thinkers, in deciphering Egyptian religion. How do these factors lead to one having to be careful about making all-encompassing or sweeping statements regarding ancient societies or the religion(s) in which they believed? Keep in mind that when we discuss religion in relation to a particular society in an historical context we tend to lump together vast time periods, sometimes thousands of years, into one concrete view. How can this skew the “truth”?
