Dear Avigdor,

Hello brother! How are you adapting to the new life style that the oppressors have forced upon us? I’m not accustomed to being so far from Jerusalem, but at least the people I meet are kind enough, though some are anti-Semitic. I have been giving a small farming plot on the Chebar River, and the hard work helps me to, albeit temporarily, drown my sorrows. I miss Karmelita so much, as do the children. She fought back so hard and they took her from me. I will find her, if it takes me forever. God shall guide that quest when the time comes. 


I do not mean to worry you, but I have awoken in cold sweats for many moons now. I still hear the burning of the scrolls, and the walls of the Temple collapsing. The shoah of the Temple seems to have hit us all quite hard. The screams of the priests and the families being dragged away still haunt me. The amount of shivas after we arrived was staggering and beyond terrible. 

Have you heard any news of where the Ark was taken? The priests that remain miss it so dearly that it hurts to even look at them. Thankfully, a new group of scholars has emerged, calling themselves the Rabbis. They are taking the place of the priests as they are so few in numbers, and most are still in shock from the loss of the Ark. 



The rabbis have also created new places of worships, called synagogues. They are foreign to me compared to the Temple, but it will have to do for now, brother. Hopefully this does not violate the covenant in anyway… They did manage to save quite a bit of judaica, which seems to calm the priests a little. 


The rabbis are speaking of some sort of king that shall come to save us and lead us to prosperity again. They are calling this man the Messiah. I can’t exactly get on board with this rash ideology however. If God allowed us to be taken here, he must have a plan for us. So for now, I clutch Shield of David and pray. 

Another group is becoming more prominent here as well. The prophets of Jerusalem, who predicted the fall of the Kings, are slowly beginning to guide our people in these trials and tribulations. They seem to be just of heart and say they can speak to God, and as of yet, they have made so predictions that became truth. Maybe they are able to speak to God, because we need His guidance in this.

The Babylonians practice this odd religion known as Zoroastrianism, brother. They speak of an afterlife where we are judged on our deeds and if we are deemed fit, we go to a place of eternal happiness but, if you are deemed unworthy, you go to a place of damnation and suffering. This concerns me, as the prophets and rabbis are taking a liking to this idea and are beginning to weave some of their mythos as our own. Hopefully, this is a God given command and not a man driven greed. Some of the deeds of late have greatly worried me. Some men of faith seem to be in the lap of Babylon.                                                                                                                   

Sincerely yours,

Lazarus
