Constantine and Christianity

· 312 - Before battle of the Milvian Bridge against his rival Maxentius, Constantine receives vision.

· Eusibius recounts a story not found in the other sources, wherein Constantine receives a vision midday the day before the battle with the sign of the cross in the sun, with the message “In this sign, you will conquer”
· However, the sign on the shield, from Eusibius’ account, and that of other historians clearly indicates that it was the Chi Ro that was the sign emblazoned on the shields of the men

· 313 – Edict of Toleration: Removed penalties for professing Christianity and returned confiscated property

· Interesting that a toleration edict had already been passed in 311 by Galerius, then senior Tetrarch of the divided empire, which allowed Christians to freely worship their religion (but no property rights)

· Was Pontifex Maximus his whole life, and also served as the high priest of Sol Invictus

· Large supporter to Christians, building churches, donating money, etc. Began to profess Christianity after his 40th birthday, but never officially converted until on his deathbed in 337
· Was a patron to many Gods however, and did not fight for a single religion in Rome. The Arch of Constantine, built to commemorate his victory at the Milvian Bridge, includes scenes of sacrifice to Apollo, Diana, and Hercules, but there is no Christian imagery
· 321 Constantine declared that Christians and non-Christians should be united in observing the "venerable day of the sun" – Sunday, which carried with it eastern religious connotations of sun worship.
· Constantine himself disliked the risks to societal stability, that religious disputes and controversies brought with them, preferring where possible to establish an orthodoxy
· Therefore, distinctions between key religions at the time were blurred and religious doctrine and practices synthesized
· Council of Nicaea 325
· main issues = 

· 1. nature of the divinity of Jesus, both himself and in relation to God the Father

· 2. Nicene Creed (subsequently altered in 381)

· 3. Calculating the Date for Easter

· 4. Developing early canon law (religious law) 
· In the Eastern Church, both he and his Mother, Helena, are venerated as Saints
Comparison between Creed of 325 and Creed of 381
Indicates by [square brackets] the portions of the 325 text that were omitted or moved in 381, and uses italics to indicate what phrases, absent in the 325 text, were added in 381.

	First Council of Nicea (325)
	First Council of Constantinople (381)

	We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of all things visible and invisible.
	We believe in one God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and of all things visible and invisible.

	And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father [the only-begotten; that is, of the essence of the Father, God of God], Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father;
	And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of the Father before all worlds (æons), Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father;

	By whom all things were made [both in heaven and on earth];
	by whom all things were made;

	Who for us men, and for our salvation, came down and was incarnate and was made man;
	who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary, and was made man;

	He suffered, and the third day he rose again, ascended into heaven;
	he was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, and suffered, and was buried, and the third day he rose again, according to the Scriptures, and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father;

	From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
	from thence he shall come again, with glory, to judge the quick and the dead;

	
	whose kingdom shall have no end.

	And in the Holy Ghost.
	And in the Holy Ghost, the Lord and Giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father, [this is where filioque clause/controversy was inserted in 589] who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spake by the prophets.

	
	In one holy catholic and apostolic Church; we acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins; we look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

	[But those who say: 'There was a time when he was not;' and 'He was not before he was made;' and 'He was made out of nothing,' or 'He is of another substance' or 'essence,' or 'The Son of God is created,' or 'changeable,' or 'alterable'—they are condemned by the holy catholic and apostolic Church.]
	


