Cross-Gospel Analysis: The Passion Narrative

Analyze the Gospel you have been given in order to determine the answers to the following questions. Certain Gospels will not record anything on a given question, and therefore, you must mark these as “no comment.” For positions that are vague (i.e. specific names not given), answer “doesn’t say specifically.” Finally, some answers can simply be stated as “Yes” or “No”.

1. When does Jesus say his last prayer before being arrested?

2. Is Jesus betrayed by a kiss?

3. Who cuts off the guard’s ear at the arrest of Jesus?

4. Does Jesus heal the guard?

5. Where does the arresting crowd bring Jesus upon his capture?

6. What time of day was Jesus’ trial before the Jewish council (Sanhedrim)?

7. Which disciple(s) follows Jesus to his trial by the Sanhedrim?

8. Where does Peter wait as Jesus is being tried by the Jews?

9. Does the high priest tear his robes upon hearing some of Jesus’ answers?

10. When does Peter deny Jesus, before or after Jesus goes before the Jewish council?

11. Does Judas try to give back the silver he got for betraying Jesus?

12. What colour of robe did the Roman guards put on Jesus as they mocked him?

13. Do the guards put a crown of thorns on Jesus’ head? Do they give him anything else?

14. How does Judas die?

15. Does Pontius Pilate send Jesus away to be dealt with by Herod?

16. Who was Barabbas (i.e. what was his crime)?

17. Why does it say that Pilate was willing to hand over Barabbas to the crowd?

18. Does Pontius Pilate’s wife have a hand in his decision regarding Jesus? How?

19. Does Pontius Pilate wash his hands of Jesus’ death?

20. Is Jesus sent away, whipped, and brought back before the crowd a 2nd time?

21. What was Jesus offered to drink before they crucified him?

22. At what time of day did Jesus’ crucifixion occur?

23. Who was crucified with Jesus (i.e. what was their crime)?

24. Do those who were crucified with Jesus mock him?

25. What was the inscription the Romans put on the top of the cross?

26. Was Jesus nailed to the cross?

27. Do the guards play dice at the cross while waiting for Jesus to die?

28. Does Jesus say he is thirsty, and then given wine on a sponge to drink?

29. What were Jesus’ last words?

30. What natural/supernatural events occurred in the immediate region upon the death of Jesus?

31. Does a Roman guard spear Jesus’ side to make sure he is dead?

32. Matthew 12:40 says, “For as Jonas was three days and three nights in the whale’s belly, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the Earth.” How long was Jesus buried for before the Resurrection?

33. Who took Jesus’ body away to be buried?

34. Who rolled the stone over the entrance to Jesus’ tomb after he was laid to rest?

35. Was there an earthquake the morning of the Resurrection (Sunday)? 

36. Who came to the tomb on the Sunday morning to find it empty?

37. Who appeared at the tomb to tell of Jesus’ Resurrection?

38. To whom does Jesus first appear following the Resurrection?

39. Does your Gospel give an account of Jesus ascending into heaven?

40. How long was Jesus on Earth with his disciples following the Resurrection?

