ENG3U Culminating Activity (10% of Final Grade)

The Personal Essay

Too often in the study of English one gets lost in the examination of the “outwards” (novels, poems, various media) as well as the production of content driven formal essays and other reflective pieces of writing, without stopping to examine the “inwards” in the sense of deep personal reflection surrounding various issues.

Reflective personal essays can be of the deepest variety, and also can be one of the most rewarding (and agonizing) types of writing. The personal essay assignment demands the critical thinking, communication, and collaborative skills, and is about the exploration of the self. 

The personal essay can be crafted with a variety of tone and compositional aspects. A personal essay may strive to examine something through deep seriousness, lighthearted musing, biting satire, somber reflection, and other such voices.

It can be the reflection of an individual about thoughts, feelings, experiences, or reactions to the world around us, often in relation to some sort of prompt or life epiphany.

Your Assignment
Write a personal essay on a topic or experience of your choice (either narrative or reflective.)
· a narrative essay deals with an experience of some importance to you.  You must convey not just the play-by-play of events, but the meaning of those events.  What did you learn from the experience?  What might others learn?  Choose the details that will support this perspective.  
· a reflective essay deals with a topic/issue of importance to you.  Your aim is to present the reader with a glimpse inside your mind as you consider that subject. 
· The difference: narrative essays tell “what happened” to the writer; reflective essays tell what the writer thinks/feels about a subject
· Your focus will reflect the making of connections, through our course of study to the following aspects:
1. Text to Self

2. Text to Text

3. Text to World
4. Self to World

· The main goal is metacognition (i.e. the understanding and analysis of one’s own learning). As such, the topic of examination must occur within the context of the course itself or an experience that can be further examined through reflection on classroom learning

Take note:
1. Because this is a personal essay you may use personal pronouns (I, we) and some contractions (I’m, don’t) if it is appropriate.

2. You are not bound by the “five paragraph essay” format.  Use new paragraphs as you see fit. 

3. The sooner you identify a focus, the sooner you can start to see and analyse connections within the course

Requirements:
1. Reflective Journals

2. Outline 
3. Rough draft (with evidence of peer editing and revision)

4. Final typed copy

Suggested length:  4-5 pages (typed, double-spaced)

Due date:
PERSONAL ESSAY OUTLINE
1. Topic or experience: 

2. Main point about topic or experience (implied thesis)
3. Sequence of ideas: 


Paragraph I. 

A. Focus/sub-point

B. Details to include


i.


ii.


iii.


Paragraph II. 

C. Focus

D. Details to include


i.


ii.


iii.


Paragraph III. 

E. Focus

F. Details to include


i.


ii.


iii.

Continue for as many paragraphs as needed…

4. Concluding paragraph/note to end on (what’s the point?  What’s been learned?  What  

     idea do you want to leave your reader with?)
