World Religions – Possible Essay Topics

Christianity
1. Examine the figure of Paul and his impact on Christianity. Specifically, how did Paul help to open up this Jewish faith to the Greco-Roman world?
2. Examine the doctrine of Christianity in relation to popular mystery cults in the Roman Empire. What characteristics do they share? Can early Christianity be classified as a mystery religion?
3. Examine the role of the Emperor Constantine in the legitimization of the Christian faith

4. Examine the differences between Catholic Orthodox teachings and those of the Eastern Orthodox Church. What are the major points of contention? How did these lead to animosity between the two faiths?
5. Examine Christianity in relation to the Jewish religion from which it grew. What features are still relevant? What was left out or pushed aside?
6. Discuss the idea of the Holy Trinity? Does this idea have precursors in other faiths? What were some of the alternative views on the nature of the divinity of Christ before the Council of Nicea?

7. Discuss the idea of heresies and what the Orthodox Church did to stamp these out?
8. Discuss the role of the Crusades. What was the impact of the Crusades both religiously and socially for the Christian West?
9. Examine the features and history of African Christianity

10. Discuss the differences between three protestant denominations (i.e. Lutheran, Anglican, Seventh Day Adventists)

Judaism

1. What impact did the Jews contact with Zoroastrianism have on the development of their faith?
2. Examine the destructions (both) of Solomon’s Temple, and the effects it had on Jewish sacred history

3. Discuss the role of prophets in Judaism, examining some of the key ones from the Old Testament, showing how they helped in the evolution or strengthening of the Jewish faith

4.  Examine Abraham as the patriarch of the three major Western religions (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam)
5. Discuss the role of various Jewish factions (the Sadducees, the Pharisees, the Zealots, and the Essenes) in the 1st century A.D.
6. Examine the key events that led to the establishment of the nation of Israel in 1947.

7. Examine the origins and history of anti-Semitism 

Hinduism

1. Examine Hinduism as both a polytheistic and monotheistic faith
2. Outline the worship of the Hindu Trinity (Vishnu, Brahma, and Shiva)
3. Discuss the concepts of Brahman, Atman, Samsara, and Moksha. How do these concepts interrelate in the Hindu faith?

4. Examine the conflict between Hindus and Muslims. When and where did this conflict arise, and are the issues at hand political, religious, or both?
5. Examine the similarities and differences between Hinduism and Christianity

Buddhism
1. Examine Buddhism in relation to the Hindu tradition from which it grew. 

2. Discuss the evolution of Buddhism as it spread and contacted Chinese culture
3. Examine the similarities between Buddhism and Christianity
4. Discuss the relationship between lay people and religious orders within the Buddhist faith

5. Discuss the Buddhists teachings on Nirvana and the path to enlightenment

Islam

1. Examine the Islamic concept of Jihad
2. How does Islam view “The People of the Book” (i.e. Christians and Jews)? Examine Islam’s historical relationship with both faiths

3. Discuss the religious and socio-political reasons that lead to such a rapid expansion of Islam
4. Examine the differences between the Sunni and Shiite denominations of the Islamic faith. How was each developed, and how has their conflict lasted until modern times? 
5. Discuss the role of the Crusades. What was the impact of the Crusades both religiously and socially for Islam?

6. Discuss the role of Jesus in the Koran

7. Examine the 5 pillars of Islam and show how each is central to a Muslims faith and daily spirituality

8. Examine the life of the Prophet Mohammed, his revelations from God and the formation of Islam, and the problems his faith encountered in its formative years.
Miscellaneous
1. Discuss the origins and main doctrines of Scientology

2. Examine the origins and evolution of the concept of Satan

3. Discuss the panentheistic aspect of Hinduism/Buddhism and Taoism, and show how this thought has been incorporated in Western philosophical traditions  
4. Discuss the dualistic nature of Zoroastrianism. How does this affect their view on human existence and salvation?

5. Examine the doctrine of Mormonism. How does it link to more traditional Christianity? What features mark it as uniquely different?
6. Discuss the similarities and differences between the ritual practices of three various faiths (i.e. the role of Baptism, Marriage, and Funerals in Judaism, Islam, and Hinduism)

7. Examine a philosophical concept in relation to how it is seen by three various traditions (i.e. the idea of fate vs. free will as shown in Christianity, Judaism, and Buddhism)

· Other topics could include: death and dying, sin and salvation, 

8. The concept of “self” as put forth in Buddhism, Jainism, and Hinduism

9. Examine the role of women in three various religions 
10. Discuss the concept of the “Tree of Life” as it is expressed in various religions, both past and present, with a focus on comparison with the tree outlined in Judeo-Christian theology.

11. Discuss the religious concept of the “Sacral King”, as appropriate to Jesus and other religions, both ancient and modern.
12. Examine the concept of sexuality and sin and/or sexuality and virtue as expressed religiously throughout the ages. Concentrate on ancient examples of purity (Greek virgin goddesses and virgin orders such as the Vestal Virgins of ancient Rome) or divinity (i.e. sacred prostitution) and link them to current Western religious thought regarding the topic.
